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P Measure P Santa Cruz City Elementary School 

 

Summary  
To protect the quality of education in local elementary schools, attract and retain highly qualified 
teachers, continue science programs, arts and music instruction, maintain smaller class sizes, provide 
library services and prevent existing school funding from expiring, shall Santa Cruz City Elementary 
School District renew its $105 parcel tax for a period of 8 years without raising the tax rate, including 
an exemption for senior citizens, independent citizen oversight, and all funds staying local to benefit 
Santa Cruz elementary schools? 

 

What your vote means  

YES  NO 

A “yes” vote on this measure authorizes the Santa 
Cruz City Elementary School District to levy a 
special tax on real property.  The tax would be 
imposed for eight years beginning July 1, 2016, at 
the rate of $105 per year on each parcel.  The 
measure requires 2/3 vote for passage. 

A “no” vote on this measure is against imposition 
of the special parcel tax. 

 

For and against Measure P 

FOR  AGAINST 

Ryan Coonerty  
Santa Cruz County Supervisor 

Reyna Ruiz 
Director of Youth City Council 

Hilary Bryant  
Former Santa Cruz Mayor 

Beth Landry 
Kindergarten Teacher and Long Term Resident  

Tim Madsen 
Parent, Westlake Elementary PTA   

No argument against was filed.  

 

 
Measure P continues on page 2 with the argument for, impartial analysis, and the full text of the measure.
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Argument in favor of Measure P Argument against Measure P 

WITHOUT RAISING YOUR TAX RATE, VOTE YES on 
Measure P to protect the outstanding quality of education 
provided in Santa Cruz elementary (K-6) schools.   

Santa Cruz has a tradition of supporting its local schools. 
Exceptional teachers, small class sizes, challenging 
instructional programs, dedicated parent volunteers, and 
outstanding science, art and music curricula have 
prepared generations of local children to succeed in 
middle and high school, college, and 21st Century careers.  

But years of state budget cuts and now, the State’s new 
funding formula, continue to threaten our local schools.   

Fortunately, in 2008 over 80% of Santa Cruz voters 
approved a modest school parcel tax that today provides 
a stable funding source to maintain educational 
excellence and protect neighborhood elementary schools 
from continued unpredictable and inadequate state 
funding.  Without approval of Measure P, this funding 
will expire next school year.  

Measure P will NOT raise your tax rate.  It simply 
extends without increasing the existing measure already 
approved by voters.  

Measure P continues K-6 funding to:  

 Protect small class sizes 
 Attract and retain high-quality teachers 
 Preserve arts and music instruction 
 Maintain elementary science programs 
 Keep school libraries open with certificated teacher 

librarians  

Taxpayer protections are REQUIRED.  Every Measure P 
penny stays local to support Santa Cruz instructional 
programs. BY LAW these funds cannot be taken by the 
State or spent on administrators' salaries.  An Independent 
Citizens' Oversight Committee ensures funds are spent 
properly.  

Senior citizens will continue to be eligible for an 
exemption. 

Whether or not you have school-age children, good 
schools protect local property values and contribute to a 
strong community.  Measure P helps by providing a 
prudent solution that won’t increase your tax rate but will 
protect local elementary schools. 

Please join Santa Cruz parents, teachers, and civic leaders 
fighting to protect our local quality of education.   

VOTE YES on P. 

www.FriendsOfSantaCruzSchools.com 

s/ Ryan Coonerty, Santa Cruz County Supervisor 
s/ Reyna Ruiz,  Director of Youth City Council 
s/ Hilary Bryant, Former Santa Cruz Mayor 
s/ Beth Landry,  Kindergarten Teacher and Long Term 

Resident  
s/ Tim Madsen, Parent, Westlake Elementary PTA  

No argument against was filed.  
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Impartial analysis of Measure P 
Dana McRae, County Counsel 
By Jane M. Scott, Assistant County Counsel 

If this measure is approved by at least two-thirds of those voting on it, the Santa Cruz City Elementary School 
District (“the School District”) will be authorized to levy a special tax on real property.  The tax would be imposed 
for eight years beginning July 1, 2016, at the rate of $105 per year on each parcel -- as defined by the measure -- 
within the School District.    

Previously voters of the School District approved an eight-year parcel tax (Measure J) on parcels within the 
District at the rate of $85 per year, ending in 2021.  The measure presently before the voters does not affect that 
existing parcel tax and if approved it would overlap with that tax for a period of time in which both parcel taxes 
would be owing.   

As the text of Measure P indicates, in 2008 the voters approved another “Measure P,” also a special tax in the 
annual amount of $105.     The ballot measures are given their letter designations in alphabetical order by the 
elections official; no legal significance is attached to the fact that these two measures carry the same alphabet 
letter, rather they are separate measures.     

The term of the 2008 Measure P, however, will be changed if this 2015 Measure P is approved.     The final year of 
the earlier Measure P tax will be dropped, and the new eight-year term based on the 2015 Measure P will 
commence at what would have been the final year of the 2008 Measure P. 

The proceeds of the special tax, if approved, may be applied only to the purposes set out in the full text of 
Measure P which is printed in this pamphlet.   It may not be used for administrative salaries.   

In accordance with State law, the School District Board would implement accountability measures if the tax is 
approved.  It would create a separate fund into which the proceeds of the special tax shall be deposited.  An 
annual written report would show the amount of the special taxes which have been collected and expended, and 
the status of projects to be funded from those proceeds.  An independent community oversight committee would 
monitor expenditures funded by this tax. 

The special parcel tax is to be collected in the same manner as property taxes which are based upon property 
value.   

The measure adjusts the appropriations limit of the District by the amount collected through this parcel tax.  

A property owner who is 65 years of age or older before July 1 of the tax year may apply for an exemption from 
the tax if the property is used as his or her principal place of residence.   Specified recipients of SSI and SSDI 
benefits may also apply for exemption.  Once granted, the exemption will continue for the term of the tax so long 
as the applicant remains eligible.  

A “yes” vote is to approve imposition of the special parcel tax.   

A “no” vote is against imposition of the special parcel tax.     
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Full text of Measure P 
Santa Cruz City Elementary School District Small Class Size and 
Academic Achievement Act 
To protect the quality of education in local elementary schools, attract and retain highly qualified teachers, 
continue science programs, arts and music instruction, maintain smaller class sizes, provide library services and 
prevent existing school funding from expiring, the shall Santa Cruz City Elementary School District shall renew its 
$105 parcel tax for a period of 8 years without raising the tax rate, including an exemption for senior citizens, 
independent citizen oversight, and all funds staying local to benefit Santa Cruz elementary schools. 

Accordingly, moneys raised under this Measure shall be authorized to be used for the following purposes in 
accordance with priorities established by the Board and to the extent of available funds: 

(a) Protecting small class sizes; 

(b) Funding elementary school science instruction; 

(c) Supporting early literacy instruction programs for elementary students and pre-kindergarten programs; 

(d) Retaining credentialed librarians, library assistants, teachers and other employees; and 

(e) Providing arts education, teachers and supplies, including music, performing and visual arts. 

No parcel tax funds will be spent on administrative salaries. 

A. Amount and Basis of Tax 
The District’s expiring parcel tax for elementary education began in 2003, and was renewed in 2008 at the rate of 
$105 per parcel for a period of 8 years.  The special tax authorized by this measure shall commence July 1, 2016 
and replace the final year of levy of the 2008 Measure P tax and continue  the tax levy of $105 per Parcel of 
Taxable Real Property for a period of eight (8) years, though June 30, 2024.   

To the extent allowed by law, “Parcel of Taxable Real Property” shall be defined as: 

(a) Any unit of real property in the District that receives a separate tax bill for ad valorem property taxes from the 
County Tax Collector.   

(b) All property that is otherwise exempt from or upon which are levied no ad valorem property taxes in any year 
shall not be considered a Parcel of Taxable Real Property for purposes of the special tax in such year. 

(c) Multiple parcels which are contiguous, under common ownership, and that constitute one economic unit, 
meaning that they have the same primary purpose as the principal parcel and are not separate and distinct 
properties that may be independently developed or sold, shall comprise a single Parcel of Taxable Real Property 
for purposes of the special tax.   

If any portion of this definition is deemed contrary to law, the Board declares and the voters by approving the 
Measure concur, that every other section and part of this definition has independent value, and the Board and 
voters would have adopted each other section and part hereof regardless of every other section or part hereof.  If 
all sections or parts of this definition are deemed contrary to law, “Parcel of Taxable Real Property” shall be 
defined as any real property in the District assigned an assessor’s parcel number. 

This special tax does not effect the continued authorization to levy a special tax of $85 per parcel for eight years 
as approved by voters in 2012.   

B. Exemptions  
Under procedures adopted by the District, upon application or confirmation of a continuing exemption, an 
exemption from payment of the special tax may be granted on any parcel owned by one or more persons who 
is/are: 

1. An individual who will attain 65 years of age prior to July 1 of the tax year, owns a beneficial interest in the 
parcel, and uses that parcel as his or her principal place of residence (“Senior Citizen Exemption”).  

2. Receiving Supplemental Security Income for a disability, regardless of age and occupying said parcel as a 
principal residence (“SSI Exemption”); or 



 Local ballot measure: P 5 

 School District Special Election  Santa Cruz County  Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

3. Receiving Social Security Disability Insurance benefits, regardless of age, whose yearly income does not 
exceed 250 percent of the 2012 federal poverty guidelines issued by the United States Department of Health and 
Human Services (“SSDI Exemption”). 

Any one application from a qualified applicant will provide an exemption for the parcel for the remaining term of 
the tax so long as such applicant continues to own and use the parcel as his or her principal residence. 

The District shall annually provide to the Santa Cruz County Tax Collector (“County Tax Collector”) or other 
appropriate County official a list of parcels that the District has approved for an exemption.  

C. Claims / Exemption Procedures 
With respect to all general property tax matters within its jurisdiction, the County Tax Collector or other 
appropriate County tax official shall make all final determinations of tax exemption or relief for any reason, and 
that decision shall be final and binding.  With respect to matters specific to the levy of the special tax, including 
qualification for exemptions, the application of the definition of “Parcel of Taxable Real Property” to any parcel(s), 
the legality or validity of the special tax, or any other disputed matter specific to the application of the special tax, 
the decisions of the District shall be final and binding.  The procedures described herein, and any additional 
procedures established by the Board shall be the exclusive claims procedure for claimants seeking an exemption, 
refund, reduction, or re-computation of the special tax.  Whether any particular claim is to be resolved by the 
District or by the County shall be determined by the District, in coordination with the County as necessary. 

D. Appropriations Limit 
Pursuant to California Constitution article XIIIB and applicable laws, the appropriations limit for the District will 
be adjusted periodically by the aggregate sum collected by levy of this special tax.  

E. Mandatory Accountability Protections 
1. Specific Purposes.  The proceeds of the special tax shall be applied only to the specific purposes identified 
above.   

2. Annual Reports.  The proceeds of the special tax shall be deposited into an account, which shall be kept 
separate and apart from other accounts of the District, pursuant to the Government Code.  No later than 
December 31 of each year while the tax is in effect, the District shall prepare and file with the Board a report 
detailing the amount of funds collected and expended during the prior fiscal year, and the status of any project 
authorized to be funded by this measure.  The report may relate to the calendar year, fiscal year, or other 
appropriate annual period, as said officer shall determine, and may be incorporated into or filed with the annual 
budget, audit, or other appropriate routine report to the Board. 

3. Independent Citizens’ Oversight Committee.  In accordance with District policy, the independent community 
oversight committee that has been appointed by the Board of Education to oversee all expenditures funded by 
existing parcel taxes will continue to audit all funds in order to ensure that said funds are spent appropriately and 
used only for the purposes approved by the voters. The oversight committee shall monitor the expenditures of these 
funds by the District and shall report on an annual basis to the community on how these funds have been spent. 

F. Protection of Funding 
Current law forbids any decrease in State or federal funding to the District resulting from the adoption of an 
education parcel tax. However, if any such funding is reduced or affected because of the adoption of this local 
funding measure, then the Board may reduce the amount of the special taxes levied as necessary in order to 
restore such State or federal funding and/or maximize the District’s fiscal position for the benefit of the 
educational program.  As a result, whether directly or indirectly, no funding from this measure may be taken away 
by the State or federal governments. 

G. Severability 
The Board hereby declares, and the voters by approving this Measure concur, that every section and part of this 
Measure has independent value, and the Board and the voters would have adopted each provision hereof 
regardless of every other provision hereof.  Upon approval of this Measure by the voters, should any part of the 
Measure or taxing formula be found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid for any reason, all 
remaining parts of the Measure or taxing formula hereof shall remain in full force and effect to the fullest extent 
allowed by law.  


